
Bethnal Green & Bow Labour Party 
Press Release 
 
Embargo: Immediate       Date: 03 May 2007 
 

Bethnal Green and Bow Labour Party 
unites around Rushanara Ali  

 
Bethnal Green & Bow's diverse Labour Party membership has confounded expectations by 

selecting a female Bangladeshi candidate to stand for the constituency in the next general 

election.  

  

Rushanara Ali is only one of four women to be selected through open Labour Party contests in 

winnable seats in the last five years.  If successful at the next General Election Rushanara Ali is 

likely to be the first Bangladeshi woman to ever be elected to Parliament. 

 

Rushanara Ali said: 

 

"I am proud to come from the East End, and I am proud to have received so much support from 

right across the community and thank everyone for their support.   The East End is a special 

place, full of un-tapped talent.  I am looking forward to working with everyone to win this seat 

back for Labour."  

  

"Iraq was clearly a major issue in the last election and like many in this community, I also 

opposed the war and marched against it with many loyal Labour supporters. Now, we need to 

focus on the bread and butter issues which people are worried about here at home, which are 

housing, jobs and education. I will be working with everyone this community to campaign on 

these issues, and working hard to unite our community."  

  
ENDS 
 
Notes for Editors: 

1. For more information please contact Karin Christiansen 07816839533 or email 
rushanara.ali@googlemail.com  

2. There are currently only 2 female ethnic minority MPs in Parliament. Dawn Butler (Brent South), and 
Diane Abbot (Hackney North & Stoke Newington). They are both Labour MPs 

3. Apart from Rushanara Ali, the three other women to be selected through open Labour Party 
contests in winnable seats in the last five years are Madeleine Moon (Bridgend), Dawn Butler (Brent 
South), and Katy Clark (Ayrshire North & Arran).  


